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Purpose
The purpose of this meeting was to develop the framework for the PIPE and the PIPE Steering Committee for the next several years. The outcomes of the meeting were agreements on:

· A vision, mission, strategy and identification of core customers and stakeholders for the PIPE,

· Steering Committee purpose and structure, and

· A plan for spending PIPE funding for FY07 
Executive Summary

Millions of U.S. soybean acres would have received fungicide applications for soybean rust in 2005 if not for information disseminated through the U.S. Department of Agriculture Soybean Rust Information System website (www.sbrusa.net).  The information provided by this highly trusted and widely adopted system (over 1 million hits in July, 2005) reduced production costs for US soybean farmers by as much as $299 million (ERS estimate).  These cost savings and the favorable environmental implications of preventing needless spraying of millions of acres with fungicides, has demonstrated the value of a strategic, coordinated, national pest management framework that has evolved into the 2006 Pest Information Platform for Extension and Education (PIPE).  In 2006 the PIPE focused on soybean rust and aphids while initiating a pilot to monitor these pests on other legumes through a partnership of USDA CSREES and Risk Management Agencies, and the Regional Integrated Pest Management Centers. PIPE requires a coalition of agricultural industry, land grant universities and federal agencies.

As PIPE has developed, the vision has been to help maximize economic returns, and improve social welfare and environmental health by promotion of efficient and coordinated IPM decision support systems. The mission of PIPE is to realize a dynamic, integrated national system facilitated by information technology that provides centralized, useful tools with reliable information for IPM practitioners. The strategy for PIPE is to enhance IPM decision support systems to include pests (diseases, insect and weeds) of many crop plants. The PIPE platform will address local, regional, and national interests; help growers document crop management actions for insurance claims; and provide a structure that can be quickly deployed in response to threats from exotic/invasive pests.  The initial focus will be on plant pests of agricultural systems, however, broader scope applications will be considered by the steering committee in the future. The steering committee, comprised of an array of approximately 25 stakeholders, will guide the PIPE, specifically including: coordination and assuring stakeholder input; setting policy; establishing processes for inclusion of new components; development of  a business plan, management structure and an advisory council; setting goals; planning, monitoring and evaluating activities; and maintaining long term sustainability. An ad hoc committee has been in place for two years and is set to be replaced in October 2006 by a fully constituted steering committee, as approved at a workshop in August 2006.
Additional funding of $600,000 to $700,000 may be available that would be distributed through a solicitation and competitive review process to incorporate new pest/crop components.  
Plans for FY 2007 funding
Participants approved:

the following plan for RMA FY06 funding of $3.1 million to be spent in FY07 and possible Congressional FY07 funding of up to $2.27 million to be spent in FY07:

· With full funding,  PIPE programs will continue to support the existing soybean pest systems and be expanded to support pulse legume pests, Lepidopteran insects attacking sweet corn, and a pilot project on Fusarium head blight of barley.  If no Congressional funding comes through, the RMA funding will be spent on soybean rust and legume pests, including viruses.  Specialists will be asked whether SBAphid should be included or not.  Dry bean pests were agreed to as a baby step in expansion:  they are one step away from SBR, but staying in the sphere within which there is an infrastructure.  There may be cross-over disease pressure, particularly where both crops are grown.
· If the Congressional funding comes through (depending on the final amount):

· That funding will cover the work on SBR,

· Specialists will be asked whether SBA should be included as well and, if so, it will be covered by the Congressional funding as well, and

· The RMA funding will then be spent on legume pests and diseases (including viruses), a sweet corn Lepidoptera pilot, and a head blight pilot project.

· The remaining RMA funding, possibly between $600,000 and $700,000, will fund new activities, which will be determined competitively; and include an evaluation of the existing PIPE platform.  This group hands off to the permanent Steering Committee the responsibility to determine a competitive process for allocating the remainder of the $600,000 to $700,000, if it comes through.
· The newly formed steering committee will determine the process to be used, while if is envisaged that the competition itself will be run by a subcommittee whose members are deemed free of conflict of interest.

