ipmPIPE Steering Committee Teleconference

Tuesday, February 9th, 2010

2:00 – 3:30 PM, Eastern Standard Time

Present: John Ayers, Hayward Baker, Glenn Bowers, Stella Coakley, Harold Coble, Eileen Cullen, Marty Draper, Ray Hammerschmidt, Don Hershman, Rick Melnicoe, Sue Ratcliffe, Todd Scholz, Blaine Viator, Frank Zalom. Recording: Rosemary Hallberg
· January 5th ipmPIPE SC teleconference meeting minutes approval 
- Eileen Cullen
Minutes were approved.

· April 7-8 (W-Th), ipmPIPE Steering Committee Meeting Dates, Washington DC  -Eileen Cullen, All   
Marty has spoken to Merle Broussard, NIFA Deputy Administrator (Plant and Animal Systems) but he has not yet committed to a date. He is not opposed to meeting with the group; he just hasn’t commited. Someone from USDA NIFA will speak to the group, but Marty is not sure who or when Meryl will be able to be there.

Because several people on the Steering Committee have submitted proposals to NIFA, the Committee won’t be meeting at the Waterfront Center. Eileen is looking for another meeting room. Jim VanKirk said there are funds for a meeting room in case she needs to rent one. 

Decision: The meeting will take place April 7-8.

· Component Updates:
Soybean Rust (Don Hershman)
Technically there is no overwinter monitoring, but individuals from Georgia, Florida, Louisiana, and Alabama have continued to monitor. Since the cold snap, the only state still showing rust is Louisiana. By and large, the cold winter took out the majority of overwintering rust. Don has not had a chance to communicate to Tier 2 and 3 states about monitoring decisions for next season. He anticipates that we’ll have the full contingency of monitoring in the Tier 1 states, but the other tiers may decide to pull back on monitoring. Kentucky wants to increase its monitoring in case the neighboring states stop monitoring.

Pecan (Jim VanKirk) (Eileen Cullen standing in)

Marvin Harris is submitting a symposium proposal for the Entomological Society of America on the ipmPIPE. He is looking for presentation ideas for it. The ESA meeting is December 12-15, 2010 , San Diego, CA.

Legume (Kitty Cardwell) (Rick Melnicoe standing in)

Rick reported that he received a few invoices for 2009 money but not many, so there will be a full complement of money for 2010. Sue: we just finished shipping the last set of diagnostic cards, and we also shipped the DVDs. She is also corresponding with Howard to see if anything else is needed. The cards go to a single contact in each state, and the contact hands them out to the growers.

Todd: Howard handed out those cards at one of the grower meetings he attended, and they were well-received.

Cucurbit Downy Mildew (Marty Draper)
The group has decided to clear the map and not post data until March. They don’t have any funding for monitoring next year, so they have submitted proposals to try to get money for monitoring. They have also initiated a text alert system. You can sign up for the alerts at cdm.ipmPIPE.org.

· Reduce ipmPIPE SC teleconference from monthly to, every other month.  

- Eileen Cullen/Ed Ready

The Executive Committee discussed reducing the frequency of the teleconference to every other month. Communication between teleconferences would be done via the listserv.

All other Steering Committee members agreed that this was a good idea. No March 2010 teleconference.  Group meets in Washington DC April 7-8, so next teleconference will be May 2010.
· AFRI competition. RFA may include opportunity for ipmPIPE. 

 –Marty Draper
Potential funding includes RMA funding, AFRI, and the President’s budget. The President’s budget seems to nest IPM-type projects in other projects.

Potential for RMA funding: RMA staff have the base information to act on. Marty gave them information on some new components and support for ongoing programs that are continuing to develop. 

Hayward has not heard how much money RMA will have. Marty: Virginia seemed to be pleased with the information I gave to her.

AFRI will present opportunities, but it’s hard to tell what they will be. Marty will let everyone know when the RFA is released.

Frank Zalom: on the spotted wing drosophila he has been working on what kind of losses they have had this year and what is predicted for next year. Zalom has just done a paper on this subject. Research on light brown apple moth was recently sponsored by APHIS, and Zalom has gotten some data on losses. He will send the data to Marty.

There have been some efforts to try to stop the pheromone products. However, APHIS is planning to hand out ten million of the twist ties.

