ipmPIPE Teleconference
June 23, 2009

Present: Jim VanKirk, John Ayers, Kitty Cardwell, Stella Coakley, Eileen Cullen, Rick Melnicoe, Matt Royer, Blaine Viator, Gail Wisler, and Frank Zalom. Recording: Rosemary Hallberg

No quorum: Our bylaws require 50% + 1 of membership (=12 with present roster). Unable to meet that number today, we met as a committee of the whole.
Approval of minutes - JVK
The committee could not approve the minutes because there was no quorum. Jim will collect corrections through e-mail.
Update on communications plan – Draper
The scheduled call during the Center Directors’ meeting did not happen. A smaller group, consisting of Marty Draper, Jim VanKirk, Liz Ley and Jennifer Martin discussed a possible communications plan. Marty D. offered to develop a draft communications plan.

Updates from components
· Soybean Rust: (Jim) Soybean rust seemed to be moving differently from last year, until this week. Due to dry weather in the North Central region, the development of disease is slowing down and will probably take a similar course to what has happened in previous years.

· Soybean aphid: (Eileen) Soybeans are just beginning to emerge, and soybean aphid has already been detected, so everyone is gearing up to report. Reporting doesn’t usually begin until July but will begin early this year because of the early detection of aphids in low numbers.

· Question about budget (Jim): There is one case where soybean rust money was agreed to be given back, but the funds have already been spent down. Jim’s question was whether that money went towards soybean rust or soybean aphids, because the funds were spent by a pathologist. Eileen will check with the person who requested to funds to see what they were spent for.

· Pecan: (Eileen) M Harris has designed a logo, and they have presented the PIPE at a national pecan meeting that took place a couple of weeks ago.

· Legume: (Rick) Legumes have been planted late this year because of the weather, so there are no reports of diseases. On the financial side, the RMA money has not yet been made available. Rick has issued contracts with a deadline of July 18.

· Reports of stand loss (Kitty): There were a lot of reports of significant stand loss, which is probably due to pythium. This is an insurable loss; however, growers and insurance companies did not realize they could use the Legume PIPE to justify the loss. We need to educate the insurance industry about how the PIPE can help document and justify insurable losses

· New Legume and Onion PIPE: (Jim) Howard Schwartz, Marie Langham, and Jim put in a proposal to the Specialty Crops Initiative for a Legume and Onion PIPE. Jim reported that they have not heard anything, so they assume that they did not get the award.

· Cucurbit Downy Mildew: (Jim) Marty is coming to NC State on Friday to meet with the members of the CDM component.
FY 2009 RMA Outlay

Half a million dollars was supposed to go to legumes. The money has been stuck someplace between RMA and CSREES. Jim expressed concern that it’s been 7 months and the money is still not available.

Kitty: The money seems to be hung up in the Chief Financial office of RMA. The paperwork has not been signed at RMA. As soon as the paperwork is signed, Kitty and Marty can get the RFAs out. 

The President's budget: what's in it, what might happen – Cardwell
Good news: the PIPE was mentioned under the Food and Agricultural initiative. Unfortunately, the budget is no larger than last year.

The President’s budget has increased Smith-Lever 3d funds in a new program to improve rural quality of life. This program specifically mentions pest management, farm safety certification, and new technologies for agricultural extension. The increase could potentially be used as competitive funds for the ipmPIPE. However, because this is an increase, Congress has to approve it. If the President’s budget goes through, we could have substantially more money for ipmPIPE. 

However, it is possible that this increase money is at the expense of Special Research Grants. Those grants are considered “pork,” and every year the President zeroes them out, and Congress puts them back in again to get research dollars for their state. So this money may be coming as a result of a cut somewhere else and may not be included in the final budget.
Fall meeting and educating the Secretary - JVK, Cardwell
We had talked about trying to do a Summit in the fall. We will look to Kitty and Marty and the Executive Committee to plan that. We may be looking at our private sector members to help with this.

· Kitty: By fall, Congress will have its appropriations done. If we wait to have this until the fall, it won’t help us change the appropriations. So we can either have an Executive Committee decision about what to do now, or maybe go ahead and move forward on the Summit. Otherwise, the next best time would be spring 2010. 

· Jim: if we wait until then, we’ll be going back to square one. We should figure out if there’s something more productive we can do sooner.

· Matt: there are meetings on the hill this week on the budget. The House and Senate need to vote on the final budget. Now is the time to talk to representatives. 

· Kitty: if the budgets are already marked up in committee, we probably won’t be able to change much. 

· Jim: can our federal partners give us some language of what we can do. 

· Kitty will forward some language and indicate where things are mentioned.

· Jim: someone like Blaine or Ed Ready can promote this. Blaine could share the language through the PIPE blog with Ed Ready, Glen Bowers and Kevin Black. Executive Committee should pull in Jennifer Martin and determine what can be done by whom. 

· Kitty: you could also form a task force to address the President’s budget. That could start out with anyone who can freely do some education and draft what that language should sound like. That should happen right away. 

· Jim: can the Steering Committee facilitate those efforts? The Executive Committee will pursue this and report back.

Map updating issue on sbr web pages: 

(Blaine) We had a glich in the soybean rust ipmPIPE in the past 2 weeks with the IT portion. When soybean rust was being found in soybeans, the updates were being uploaded to the private version of the website, but not to the public version. So the counties were not being alerted. Apparently our specialist was missing a plug-in on his computer that would not allow him to update the public side. It took about 10 days to solve this.

· Jim: When the system is updated, the plug-in gets lost. So when it is updated, you have to download the plug-in again. ZedX says they’re working on it. This needs to be part of this IT oversight. There needs to be something done so that if there is a change made to the system, everyone should be updated.
Next meeting

Jim will e-mail everyone concerning July 20-22.
