ipmPIPE Steering Committee Conference Call
June 29, 2011
Present: Glenn Bowers, Harold Coble, Don Hershman, Frank Zalom, Ed Rajotte, Stella Coakley, Blaine Viator, Ray Hammerschmidt, John Ayers, Rick Melnicoe, Jim VanKirk, Todd Scholz. Recording: Rosemary Hallberg, Guest: Russell Mizell
Review of Minutes: A few members made edits to the minutes, and the minutes have been posted to the ipmPIPE website.
Component Updates:
Soybean rust: Some Asian soybean rust has been found in Florida. Specialists are still struggling with whether or not to include Mexico. Based on current predictions, soybean rust may not be a problem this year, but it is still too early to tell. Topics from the soybean symposium last year are beginning to be published in journals.
Despite soybeans being planted late this year, soybean rust is not yet an issue, but it is still too early to tell.
Pecan: Jim VanKirk submitted an article to the Journal of Integrated Pest Management. The pecan website now has an interactive search engine, as well as a pecan scab page. A recent survey has given the team data on impacts. The new Budbreak map brings in a horticultural aspect to the site.
Legume: 
Cucurbit Downy Mildew: The spores are shifting northward and the weather may push things even further northward.
Southern Corn Rust: There is plenty of common corn rust but only one find of southern corn rust. Increasing temperatures may lead to a spread of southern corn rust. Many growers have been encouraged to use fungicides on corn but information on the website has kept several growers from applying fungicides needlessly.
Onion: The website looks a little different from the other PIPE sites. The site includes Yellow Spotted Wilt Virus and is incorporating the IT component.  See addendum 1 at the end of the minutes for an update from Kitty Cardwell.
Woody ornamental PIPE
This PIPE will be housed at NC State University. Russ Mizell and his team are working on content now. They are building a map for degree-day models and are focusing on scale insects.
NRSP Proposal Update
The new proposal has been substantially revised. Additional comments came from Michel Dubois and Jonathan Edelson. References need to be added to the proposal. Stella would like feedback on the new version of the proposal, as well as answers to the embedded list of questions in the proposal, from the participants of the PIPE Fitters Workshop next week. The new version is not on the NIMSS system; anyone who wants to see it needs to get a copy from Stella Coakley or Jim VanKirk (it was already distributed to the ipmPIPE steering committee)
Blaine Viator suggested that the numbers of pounds of fungicides should be replaced by the number of acres affected. Because this statement was referenced from another author, and cited as such, the wording should not change in the NRSP proposal. Jim encouraged Stella to add a sentence about hiring a programmer.
Stella encouraged anyone who reads the document to make comments in a different color. She plans on submitting it back to the NIMSS system in a couple of weeks.
Ray Hammerschmidt commented on the Food and Agriculture Defense Initiative (FADI) funding. Funding for Cucurbit PIPE and the IT system were cut by 34%. The NPDNs have put together documents for the Senate to prevent the cuts. Kitty had been looking at how the cuts might affect possible success of the proposal.
The next pivotal piece will be next week, when the PIPE fitters meet in Washington, DC. 
Action Items: 
· Jim VanKirk will send out a copy of the proposal draft and the questions that Stella Coakley sent to the ipmPIPE Steering Committee to the participants before the meeting next week.
· The ipmPIPE Steering Committee should look through the questions sent this week and try to answer any they can.
IPM Voice
Several people involved in IPM have formed a new organization called IPM Voice. IPM Voice is an advocacy organization, but anyone who cannot do lobbying can be a part as well without participating in the lobbying component. The organization was formed to educate people about IPM and its continuing relevancy in pest management. Recent funding issues in Washington, along with the funding cuts for the IPM Centers have emphasized the need for an organization that can promote IPM.
· Blaine Viator will send an e-mail later today with information on IPM Voice.
· The website for IPM Voice is www.ipmvoice.org.
PIPE Fitters Workshop Update
Jim VanKirk and others have pulled together the leaders of PIPEs and PIPE-like projects, and the meeting will be July 6-7 in Washington DC.
IPM/NPDN Funding Update
[bookmark: _GoBack]The entire Food and Agriculture Defense Initiative (FADI) line, which contains The Extension Disaster Education Network (EDEN), National Animal Health Laboratory Network (NAHLN) and the National Plant Diagnostic Network (NPDN), was reduced for 2011. The House eliminated funding for FADI completely for next year. There are a series of advocacy efforts targeted to the Senate to try to get the funding restored. Ray Hammerschmidt would be glad to share the documents they are preparing.

Other Business
APS Field Crop Rust Symposium registration: how does it happen? Registration will probably not happen until early August.
Next Conference Call:
Blaine will send out a Doodle Poll for the next conference call, sometime in August.
 
*ADDENDUM 1*
Onion PIPE Component sent by Kitty Cardwell

The Onion ipmPIPE consists of a network of 40 sentinel plots in 7 states, with interest expressed in future cooperation in other states, provinces, and districts of the United States, Canada, and Mexico. Funding (2010-2014) is provided through the USDA-NIFA-SCRI and other sources, including onion check-off and promotion programs, agricultural experiment stations, and extension projects.  The Onion ipmPIPE Web site (hosted by Planalytics) includes a series of menus, maps, reports, illustrations, and management links for topics that include: 
· Allium Crops
· Onion emphasis (green, transplanted, seeded, storage, processed)
· Other alliums such as garlic & chives benefit from research on pests and diseases
· Diseases and Insect Pests
· Iris yellow spot virus (IYSV)
· Thrips (emphasis on onion thrips) – as a vector of IYSV and a pest
· Other insects such as onion maggot
· Foliar & storage fungal diseases including Botrytis, Purple Blotch, Downy Mildew, Blue Mold, Black Mold
· Foliar & storage bacterial diseases including Xanthomonas Leaf Blight, Sour Skin, Slippery Skin, Pantoea, Soft Rots
· ipmPIPE Sentinel Plot component launched in 2011, continue in 2012 and 2013
· diagnostic support provided by Regional & NPDN Labs (thrips, fungal, bacterial, viral) using conventional diagnostics (e.g., visual, keys, media, PCR, ELISA)
· Beta-testing of DNA-based Macroarray (for detection of more than 30 pests & pathogens, including food-borne pathogens) will be conducted during 2012-2013 with supervision by B. Schroeder’s lab at WSU
· Image Gallery & Wiki – e.g., Onion (in cooperation with the Bugwood Network)
· Representative images of priority diseases and pests will also be available.
· Other Resources
· State specialists will provide commentary on disease and pest reports.
· Links will be available to resources such as onion growth stages and management recommendations for priority diseases and pests.
· An Onion Pricing Tool is now available (Multigrain Intl.)
· A weather summary and forecast resource is under development (Planalytics)
· Set of 8 Diagnostic Cards (Growth Stages, Storm Damage, Bacterial Diseases, Foliar Fungal Diseases, Insect Pests, Soil-Borne Diseases, Storage Fungal Diseases, Virus Diseases) printed in English and distributed during 2011 with financial contributions from onion seed companies (Nunhems, Monsanto, Crookham).  Nunhems has also translated the 8 cards into Spanish, Portuguese; with plans to translate into French, Russian, Arabic.
· Smart-phone APP
· Under development (CSU subcontract with GISit, LLC) for use via a web-interface application that is geo-referenced to collect, store and transfer data to the project web site with access to project resources on smart-phone platforms (Android, I-Phone, Blackberry). Release expected later in 2011.

The Web address for Onion ipmPIPE is http://apps.planalytics.com/aginsights/pipehome.jsp National Coordinators for the project are Jim Van Kirk, jim@sripmc.org, (919) 740-7594, and Howard Schwartz, howard.schwartz@colostate.edu, (970) 491-6987.
