ipmPIPE Steering Committee

Teleconference

November 22, 2010 

Minutes
Present: John Ayers, Heyward Baker, Kevin Black, Glenn Bowers, Kitty Cardwell, Stella Coakley, Harold Coble, Eileen Cullen, Marty Draper, Don Hershman, Ed Rajotte, Sue Ratcliffe, Todd Scholz, Benjamin Smallwood, Jim VanKirk, Blaine Viator, Collin Wamsley, Gail Wisler, Frank Zalom, Rich Joost
1. Introduction and welcome to Dr. Richard Joost, United Soybean Board Director of Production Research Programs. New ipmPIPE SC member succeeding Ed Ready.  – Eileen Cullen, Rich Joost, All
Dr. Joost expressed his appreciation for being part of the group.

2. ipmPIPE National Research Support Project Proposal 

- Stella Coakley, All.

The documents have been shared with the committee members. To qualify for an NRSP, the ipmPIPE has to be sold as a research project, not an extension program. 

Jonathan Edelson (Southern Region Administrative Advisor) responded to Stella’s request for review. The administrative advisors will critique the product of the ipmPIPE sub-committee NRSP writing intensive scheduled for Nov. 29-30, 2010. Administrative advisors are receptive to supporting the NRSP proposal.

At the end of next Tuesday, Nov. 30, the proposal writing committee will have a draft that will need review and feedback from the ipmPIPE components recently funded by RMA. The components must be described in terms of research. 

At the beginning of November, Harold Coble talked to members of the SRIPMC Advisory Council and asked them for some examples of research related to the PIPE. No one told him anything that really answered his question. Sue suggested using existing PIPE data to look at the impact of climate change in terms of how climate change might affect pest distributions. 

Jim VanKirk expressed concern about wrapping the extension piece into research. Gail: the reason we can’t get funding from RMA is that once the projects are up and running, it’s no longer a researchable topic.

Ed Rajotte supported the suggestion of researching climate change. He also suggested writing the proposal in terms of the Extension Directors’ seven challenges. 

Discussion about framing the ipmPIPE in terms of research:

· Most of us were drawn to the PIPE because of extension, and we shouldn’t lose that (Blaine Viator)

· The ipmPIPE is a communication tool in the northeast (Ed Rajotte)

· RMA considers a project in maintenance after the first year. (Hayward Baker). He will e-mail the committee the statutes about pest mitigation tools.

· We should describe what the NRSP will do to foster the research connection (Kitty Cardwell)

· Soybean rust won’t fit into this as a new topic, it’s an existing component (Don Hershman)

· We’re doing this to try to fund the ipmPIPE. The extension directors are not interested in funding existing PIPE components (Stella) The core funding would not replace what we’re already doing; it would just enhance it. It’s a way to get solid funding for a five-year period.

· It sounds like the development will be supported but not the maintenance (Gail Wisler)

· We’re not trying to create a research project; we’re doing research to see how the ipmPIPE can help with pest mitigation (Marty Draper)

· If the models have value to research, that idea would be consistent with an NRSP (Frank Zalom)

· It’s time to make sure the components are doing what they’re supposed to do (Kitty Cardwell)

Action Plan:

· The document must be loaded into the system on January 15, 2011.

· Ed Rajotte and Frank Zalom will draft language based on the administrator advisor document.

· Eileen Cullen will contact Marvin Harris to get information about research the Pecan ipmPIPE has been doing.

· Stella Coakley will extract research examples from the western ipmPIPE

· Gail Wisler will assist the writing team next week and talk to Sue Tolin about the legume ipmPIPE and Howard Schwartz about the onion ipmPIPE.

· Don Hershman suggested getting reports from the ipmPIPE session during the Entomological Society of America meeting in December.

· Eileen Cullen will send Gail Wisler verbiage for the question that she can ask when she is requesting data on the legume PIPE from Sue and Howard.

3. Spotted wing drosophila, Drosophila suzukii, distribution updates (N. Carolina, S. Carolina, Michigan) – Frank Zalom
A USDA Specialty Crops Research Initiative grant was funded on through Oregon State University on D. suzukii. The group had a meeting a couple of weeks ago in Portland. The stakeholders had their own facilitated meeting and reported back on the SCRI grant. Stella had put together a report on what’s been happening in the West. There is a need for research on spotted wing drosophila.

If growers find drosophila, they spray. There is a great need to develop thresholds. The project has a large extension and research component.

Stella: the multi-state project provides a multi-state forum, and they plan to move forward for five years. They are not sure what category of project it will be (research or research-extension).

2011 RMA funding

Kitty received a question from Virginia Guzman about what we would like to do and what should we request funding for this year? Marty is looking for feedback on what that request should look like to RMA. Marty and Kitty would like to have something to give RMA by the end of the year.

Stella asked to see the RFA that was sent out three or four years ago. She suggested adding something about maintaining the proposed component.

Component Updates:

Soybean Rust, - Don Hershman
NCERA meets in early December in Savannah. We don’t know what the monitoring network will look like in 2011, but we are going to keep it going. The lack of findings last year served to reduce interest in monitoring, but most states want to keep it going. They may have to look at federal funding to keep private funding groups interested.

CDM ipmPIPE - Marty Draper
These updates came from Wendy Britton and Peter Ojiambo with the CDM-PIPE. 
· They have instituted an automated alert system - 9,156 alerts were sent from 25-Mar-2010 through 29-Sept-10 

· There are now 175 user accounts (excluding NCSU collaborators) on the system 

· 93 locations are being monitored by users (nationwide) 

· 155 survey responses were submitted form the pop-up survey on the website – data are being analyzed, but the apparent conclusion is that the website is valuable to growers and decision makers 

· A manuscript on the CDM-PIPE is in the final edits before submission to Plant Health Progress 

· End of year surveys are underway 
Other components: The teleconference ended early due to interference coming from one of the phone lines on the call with someone talking on a cell phone on a different call.  
