ipmPIPE Steering Committee teleconference
September 16, 2009

Present: John Ayers, Kevin Black, Glenn Bowers, Kitty Cardwell, Stella Coakley, Harold Coble, Eileen Cullen, Marty Draper, Ray Hammerschmidt, Don Hershman, Rick Melnicoe, Ed Rajotte, Ed Ready, Matt Royer, Benjamin Smallwood, Jim VanKirk, Blaine Viator, Collin Wamsley, Gail Wisler. Recording: Rosemary Hallberg

Minutes from last meeting

· The minutes were approved after some edits were made.

Commodity Component reports
Soybean aphid (Eileen Cullen)

· The North Central region has completed scouting season and updated the national system. Soybean aphid season was late this year, so most of the states were below threshold with the exception of a couple of Northeastern states that were above threshold.

· There is some question about whether soybean aphid should continue to be included as an ipmPIPE component. This will be discussed during the November meeting.

Cucurbit Downy Mildew (Marty Draper)

· This component has seen a lot of activity this season. The steering committee is meeting at the beginning of January and will discuss what to do about monitoring dollars.

Legume (Kitty Cardwell)

· The legume team is producing ID guides, some of which have already been produced. RMA has expressed interest in getting 5,000 of the guides to give to their adjusters.

· The group worked together very well this year but have some mixed participation in some state. There were also some misunderstandings about how long commentary would stay posted.

· Rick Melnicoe asked when the contracts would be out and said that there was still money in this year’s budget for the guides. He is also getting questions about how to determine the subcontractors.

· Kitty suggested giving the question about the subcontractors to her or Marty.

Pecan (Eileen Cullen)

· Marvin Harris has requested general feedback from growers ad producers on interactive map.

· The group has produced a report on the results.

· They brought up something else on growers outside of TX on their use of the web. Growers increased their use of the website for IPM. The website use was triple… (I DIDN’T HEAR EVERYTHING SHE SAID HERE)

· Marvin does a good job of keeping things moving and keeping everyone informed of how things are moving.

· Marvin is waiting for directions on what to do to be part of the ipmPIPE portal. 

Discussion about ipmPIPE portal

This discussion involved the drop down lists in the upper right hand corner of sbrusa.net.

· The cucurbit component is hard to find because it appears under Legumes/Kudzu rather than being a standalone choice like the others. 

· The drop down box should be renamed as “Crops” since that’s what it includes.

· There were questions about what ZedX was contracted to provide in terms of the portal.

· Perhaps the Steering Committee should host the initial portal and each site would link back to the other one.

· Draper and Cardwell need to follow up on this issue, and Draper will visit Joe Russo when he is at Penn State next week and see about adding the Pecan PIPE.

Soybean rust (Don Hershman)

· We have about twice as much rust as we did last year at this time, and this is causing concern among farmers who planted a late crop of soybeans.

· We are meeting with NCERA to determine monitoring activities and what kinds of proposals will be submitted to NCSRP/USB.

· Hershman has been asking for budget requests for what would be needed to continue for a season from April 1 to October 1. Most of the figures range from the upper 20s to 30s with some significantly higher requests from a couple of Delta states.

· Hershman and Lauren (?) will be stepping down as coordinators since most of the money will be going to states further south.

· The group will be meeting with David Wright to talk about the proposal to USB.

· Ed Ready: Rich Yost needs to be at that meeting.

· Soybean rust seems to be more prevalent in the South than in the North Central states.

Discussion

· This would be a good time to pilot the insurance piece of the PIPE. (Cardwell)

· The loss in Mississippi is not great enough to warrant an insurance claim (Hershman)

· Can we claim that the PIPE protected Arkansas soybeans this year? (VanKirk)

· Ideas on how to promote this idea:

· Send out a survey and get dollars and acreage sprayed and not sprayed (Hershman and Cardwell)

· Find a reporter to talk to growers and write a story for a trade magazine (Rajotte)

· Reporters include Marilyn Cummings and Pam Golden and a reporter in Florida.

· Ed Ready will talk to their communications people about it.

· A subcommittee was formed to discuss the issue further: Ed Ready, Don Hershman, Ed Rajotte, Marty Draper, and Blain Viator. Don Hershman will chair the committee.

Citrus Greening (Gail Wisler and Kitty Cardwell)

· What role might the PIPE have in the greening disease or in the vector? (Wisler) She can start some cross-agency plans.

· Mexico is planning a workshop in May for monitoring (Cardwell)

· They have asked ZedX to develop a website for them.

Other questions:

· Is this something RMA would be interested in? (Wisler)

· They need to work on the monitoring protocols (Cardwell)

· Is the PIPE going to be around that long? (VanKirk)

· Citrus had strong political backing (Viator)

· Is PIPE the appropriate mechanism? (Wisler)

· Gail and Kitty will discuss the matter further.

How to fund monitoring (Rajotte)

· Could the IPM Coordinators be given extra money to monitor for the PIPE?

· This may be something they consider for next year.

· VanKirk will put it on the agenda for the November meeting.

November meeting
· There is still a question about where the meeting will take place. VanKirk will contact Frank Zalom about conference rooms at the University of California, and Kitty Cardwell will look into space in the South Building. The dates are November 18-19

Next call
Wednesday, October 14 at 11 AM.

