ipmPIPE Teleconference
October 14, 2009

Present: John Ayers, Kevin Black, Glenn Bowers, Kitty Cardwell, Stella Coakley, Harold Coble, Marty Draper, Rick Melnicoe, Ed Ready, Matt Royer, Jim VanKirk, Blaine Viator, Collin Wamsley, Frank Zalom. (Quorum present) Recording: Rosemary Hallberg

Minutes from last week: Ayers: last 2 bullet points on legume report don’t make sense. Rick was getting questions from USDA’s subaward analyst about the award before they were finished. That has been dealt with. Jim will put in an identifier about where the questions came from and keep them in the record.

Commodity reports:

Soybean rust (Draper): In the last call, we talked about the monitoring plans. Although the group has taken a hiatus from the weekly calls, they are continuing the monitoring efforts, as is evidenced by the “red” status of Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas and Louisiana. Draper has shared the updated maps with others in USDA.

· Cardwell: It has been easier to train scouts this year on how to identify the disease since it has been so prevalent. (not direct quote)

· VanKirk: At the NCERA208 meeting, specialists seem to be more worried about next spring and seem concerned that the disease is adapting to new conditions. 

· Draper: The pathologists were trying to express that the situation this year is different from in the past. They don’t want to see the system go away yet. This is an opportunity to find out what the saturation on kudzu really means rather than saying that the disease is adapting.

Pecan: no update

CDM: The group will cut back to biweekly on calls. They still are highlighting places on the map where the disease is turning up, but the season is winding down. There are new reports of the disease but they are backing off.

Soybean aphid: They have wound down on the season.

Legumes (Melnicoe): We are still waiting for contracts to be sent out. The season has wound down. There were various degrees of disease depending on location. 

· Cardwell: This fall, the group will try to find a couple of growers with losses and beta test the insurance filing with them. Howard is presenting the insurance filing at an upcoming conference. The group is also working on the diagnostic cards sets. It has been a productive year for that group. They will try to do a summary of where losses have occurred and to what.

· VanKirk: What is the status of the 2008 and 2009 funds being used? Are state subcontractors eating the costs of this season scouting or will they submit invoices once they can? Melnicoe: Mixed bag. Some are using up 2008 funds still. Others will spend some 2009 funds on 2009. Some will have 2009 funds left to use in 2010.

Ed/Outreach committee: The committee is working on the diagnostic cards. Sue Ratcliffe has been working with group that need materials developed.

Communications committee: This committee had a couple of meetings about generating messages for various audiences. They also had a conference call in the beginning of September. They need to finalize the messages. Jennifer, Liz Ley and Marty Draper will meet in the next couple of weeks to wrap up the messages and get them ready for the Steering Committee meeting in November.

November meeting

Location: 

· Diane Fowler was waiting from an answer from VanKirk about the dates of the meeting, but Draper has already given her those dates. He will check to see what the hold-up is. 

· Ben Smallwood was going to try to find a room in the NRCS building. 

· Frank Z. and Rick M. will try to find something at the U Cal building.

· Harold Coble will continue to try to get the ARS room.

· VanKirk will call Tom Brennan about room availability in the EPA building.

· Glenn Bowers and Kitty Cardwell will check on meeting rooms in ASTA.

· By next Wednesday, if we don’t have a federal room, we’ll find a private room. 

Agenda: 

The Executive Committee usually plans the agenda the day before the face to face meeting. However, the EC needs to discuss how to approach the other “PIPE-like” systems that have developed. One of them is the Pennsylvania PIPE. Another is in Iowa to do a North Central region PIPE. The third is southern corn rust PIPE. One of the agenda items would include Bob Kemerait talking about this.

· Coakley: in the minutes, I noticed comments about the absence of the pecan PIPE on the regular PIPE. There is a drop down for cucurbits but the cucurbit is in North Carolina. The PIPE is still mostly about soybean rust. I think talking about other components is critical. 

· Draper will be at ZedX next week to talk about this.

· Cardwell: The crux of the conversation is how we want the portal set up.

What is the support function of the steering committee, if any, for PIPEs such as PA, IA and Corn Rust that did not originate through the national program?

Cardwell: another topic will be SC connections with specialists in lateral and biologic industries who want to be on one of our committees.

VanKirk will design a mockup for the portal and send it to everyone for comment.

Sharing information with Roger Beachy: Marty Draper suggested that someone on the Steering Committee other than Kitty Cardwell and him should invite Roger Beachy to an informational meeting to talk about the ipmPIPE.

· Draper: If we can get him for an hour, it would be to our benefit.

· Coakley: if one of you were to capture why we need to meet him now, I would be happy to convey that invite but need to know exactly how you want it phrased.

Drosophila suzukii (Coakley) Drosophila suzukii appears to be causing havoc for a widespread area. Coakley asked if anyone knew about possible funding for research and extension activities. Frank Zalom has been working on this issue. Specialists are trying to figure out how to manage this before next season. 
· VanKirk: At the FIPMCC (Federal IPM Coordinating Committee) meeting, there was a guy who had just left CDC (Center for Disease Control) and was excited about the PIPE. He was talking about reports of human disease like West Nile and tracking that with disease occurrence and known vector distribution. Melnicoe will see him Friday and will talk to him about it. 

· Draper: There will be some data sharing issues. 

· Cardwell: What kinds of things are in the wings? If we had to brush off an RFA, what kinds of things would be there? We might want to redefine the scope of the PIPE. We need to talk about whether the Steering Committee could handle something like that.

· VanKirk: planning for the meeting needs to be done sooner and in more detail than in past.

Coakley had heard there was a pot of money that could be drawn for the D. suzukii issue while waiting for a competitive program and sent a question about it to Kitty Cardwell. Cardwell forwarded it to Mark Post, and he has not responded. Cardwell or Draper will follow up with Post.

VanKirk will put out a doodle to the Executive Committee to see if they can have a conference call to come up with an agenda.

· Draper: AFRI Critical Issues funding might be another possibility. Stella found reference to it last year but there was nothing posted currently. Kitty: that may be free floating.

Action Plans:

· Several people are looking for rooms

· Jim will make a portal page today

· Jim will send out a doodle to the Executive Committee

There will be no call in November.

