ipmPIPE Teleconference
January 26, 2009

Present: John Ayers, Hayward Baker, Kevin Black, Kitty Cardwell, Stella Coakley, Harold Coble, Marty Draper, Don Hershman, Rick Melnicoe, Sue Ratcliffe, Ed Ready, Matt Royer, Todd Scholz, Jim VanKirk, Collin Wamsley, Gail Wisler, Frank Zalom. Recording: Rosemary Hallberg
1. Business: Confirmed quorum with roll call. Minutes of 12/17/2008 call approved by consensus. No additions made to this agenda.
2. Listserv issues - JVK
The listserv steering@ipmpipe.org has been inoperable since late December. Update Feb 11 – the listserv is now working.

3. Update on the budget – Cardwell, Draper
RMA is willing to fund ipmPIPE with $500,000, details to be negotiated by Kitty Cardwell and Marty Draper. These funds may not be used for SBR monitoring. Plan is for approximately 

· $300,000 to support Legume PIPE, funneled through contract with Rick Melnicoe, UC Davis. The Legume PIPE has one more year to get going, and the only way that will happen is if it’s heavily used. They will receive $50,000 to continue IT enhancement, plus Julie is still building on the grid, which will allow the data to be used for research.

· Funding for IT through contract with ZedX. 

· Small amount to support Soybean Aphid component, to be supplemented by savings from previous seasons.

· IT support for Pecan PIPE

· Steering Committee coordination will be $20,000.

Additional CSREES funds beyond RMA may be used to support IT (ZedX) and programming (Isard – PSU) functions

Hershman: Is this public knowledge now? H. Baker: yes. Draper: we can work out the contract with RMA and start negotiations with ZedX next week.

Hershman: A speaker at the last ASA conference said that the group’s top priority is soybean rust funding. 

4. Component Updates
Pecan: VanKirk
Marvin Harris and his group are getting ready to go public online. Harris has been struggling with Texas A&M about domain name issues. So there will be one site that Harris will control and a mirror site that updates off the first one, 

Harris plans presentations to Western pecan growers and the Southern Florida Pecan Growers Association. 

In light of administrative difficulties for Harris providing conference calls, VanKirk requested approval to set up a conf. call number and pay for calls as out of the ipmPIPE budget as is done for other components. Approved by consensus. 

M. Harris has been talking about a book called American Pests. He sent a message to VanKirk and K. Cardwell that he knows the author (McWilliams) and may ask him to write something about the ipmPIPE. VanKirk thought it was a good idea to pursue it. Consensus is to encourage Harris to move forward.

Cucurbit Downy Mildew– Draper
The CDM PIPE Steering Committee met in December. Their brochure is within the same family of design as the rest of our brochures. First printing of 2500 is already out and another 2500 have just been printed. With Gerald Holmes leaving NCSU, Peter Ojiambo (NCSU Plant Pathology) has assumed leadership, and the group is moving forward. Florida currently has active downy mildew so they can test the system.

Soybean Rust - Hershman: 

Still monitoring. Scott Isard can still find it in Louisiana after the freezing weather. 
Legume - Melnicoe 

Rick Melnicoe has requested for reports through June 1. Will use old money and then start with new contracts. VanKirk: the new money should continue to go through Western Center for legume portion.

5. Education and outreach activities – Draper, Ratcliffe
Draper and Ratcliffe are planning portable banners that roll up. They cost $350 a piece. The posters will have information about the ipmPIPE in general or about the components. 

Ratcliffe: The Steering Committee needs to send a list of top 5 benefits to the ipmPIPE, whether it’s about a particular component or about the whole ipmPIPE. She needs 10 items from each SC member.

Once they get the lists, they will compile them and weed out the top 5 benefits from all of the lists and send them back to the SC for approval. They are hoping to have the ipmPIPE poster ready for the IPM Symposium on March 24-26. 

6. What does/could Farm Bill Section 10201 mean to ipmPIPE? Royer
How does this affect the ipmPIPE? What will change in people’s lives because of this Farm Bill Section? Answers are undetermined until language is finalized and released by USDA-APHIS

7. The April meeting in Washington 
After discussion, the SC decided by consensus that the meeting will last a full day on Tuesday, April 7 and be scheduled until 3 PM April 8. Location is Waterfront Center, 800 9th Street, SW. That is within a half hour cab ride to National. Please do not schedule flights that require your departure any earlier than 3 PM on the 8th. For those whose travel is paid by the program, room and meal expenses necessitated by staying in DC on the 8th are reimbursable.  

8. Summit Follow-up meeting:
Wisler: we had talked about a follow-up to that Summit, is that off the table? Draper: If we’re looking at April, we’re a month later than we should be if we want to impact the 2010 budget.

Wisler: a summit may be a way to drum up support. Draper: if would be good to talk to ASA and see if they’re willing to support that kind of event. By next month’s call, we should have a recommendation from the Executive Committee about a stakeholder’s group. 

The Executive Committee will discuss this within the next week and make a recommendation.

9. Impacts

VanKirk: We have received progress reports from most state project leaders. Many of these contain strong impact statements even though they are anecdotal or expert opinion. We will be working on organizing this data.

10. Next call
Monday, February 23, at 2 PM Eastern. Numbers remain 888-387-8686, code 7334361

