ipmPIPE Steering Committee Conference Call

February 23, 2009

Present: John Ayers, Kevin Black, Glenn Bowers, Kitty Cardwell, Stella Coakley, Harold Coble, Eileen Cullen, Marty Draper, Don Hershman, Ed Rajotte, Ed Ready, Matt Royer, Jim VanKirk, Blaine Viator, Frank Zalom, Todd Scholz, Benjamin Smallwood

Action Items gleaned from the following:

Action item: Talking points Draper agreed that the Ed/Outreach committee would develop the talking points by the next call. SC to review on the March call

Action item: Talking Points Viator agreed to e-mail his talking points to the committee so the committee could edit them. 

Action item: Need a presenter(All) Suggest a PIPE expert not attending the IPM Symposium who can fill in for Ed at APS Potomac Division, Gettysburg PA Mar 26 

Action item: Website standards development. Draper (facilitation), Zalom, Black, Scholz, plus reps from each component and perhaps from IPM Centers 

Action item: Pecan site launch Cullen should determine target date for pecan pipe launch, and CSREES should coordinate on publicity.

1. Routine business

a. Presence of a quorum was confirmed with a roll call

b. Agenda revisions: Added requests from Royer and Rajotte

c. Review of report from Jan 26. Some grammar and format changes from John Ayers have been incorporated. Report approved by consensus.
d. Emailing the Steering Committee; The old mail listserv is now officially dead due to irresolvable technical issues. New method is web-mail found at http://www.ipmpipe.org/sc/eMailCommittee.cfm?committee=Steering%20Committee%20Members 
2. Budget update – Draper

a. We have RMA money and are trying to get the transfers set up. We will try to get the final agreement with RMA this month (Cardwell)

b. For the future: House of Representatives is supposed to be acting on the 2009 budget this week. The current continuing resolution ends March 6, so something needs to happen or the government will shut down. The Senate is scheduled to act on the House version next week. However, this schedule looks questionable. 

c. Tomorrow the President is supposed to introduce the 2010 budget, so we’ll see if the language about the ipmPIPE survived.

3. NAICC update and future directions – Viator

a. Annual meeting: NAICC has the ipmPIPE funding on the front burner. Viator used a 10 minute slot at the recent NAICC annual meeting to update the membership on the ipmPIPE funding issue. 

b. Wheat, ipmPIPE and NAICC: Members are concerned about wheat rusts and the threat of UG-99. Many members are not familiar with the PIPE. Right now, tracking of this disease is being done by each state. The consensus from consultants and agronomists is that there is a need for the ipmPIPE (this is contrary to the perceived consensus among wheat researchers and extension specs).

c. NAICC and ipmPIPE’s need for Field Data: NAICC members may be able to provide field data to feed the ipmPIPE in states/areas where needed. NAICC is developing a standard protocol for SBR data collection that may be ready in time for the April SC meeting. Probably CPCC certification will be a requirement of participation by a consultant.

Discussion

Rajotte: Are NAICC consultants going to be able to do scouting if the ipmPIPE needs it? Viator: we are prepared to do that where there is a problem and there isn’t a lot of coverage. Hershman: He suggested that Viator call in to the National conference call on March 2.

VanKirk: perhaps we should look at this for some of the other components, so we might look at what is available and what the others need.

Draper: You could advertise this as a stimulus because this puts people to work.

d. Educating Congress: The NAICC members are going to have an Executive Board meeting and Crawfish Boil in Washington at the end of March. The Crawfish Boil is a way to meet Congressional staffers, so Viator would like to be kept current on the issues with the ipmPIPE to share with staffers.

Rajotte: do you have talking points when you go see the staffers? Viator, yes, but we would welcome others. 

Action item: Draper agreed that the Ed/Outreach committee would develop the talking points by the next call. SC to review on the March call

Action item: Viator agreed to e-mail his talking points to the committee so the committee could edit them. 

On the next call, we should talk about how private sector can help.

4. Presentations to potential partners

a. Central Plant Board: Matt Royer: Central plant board is coming up next week, and Royer has a chance to talk about success stories and our partnerships. If anyone has suggestions or things they would like him to bring up, please contact him. There are a couple of places on the agenda where he will be talking about ipmPIPE.
b. APS Potomac Division, Gettysburg PA Mar 26. Ed Rajotte : Ed is slated to present. Draper: there is a repository of presentations on the ipmPIPE. This is the same week as the IPM Symposium

Action item: (All) Suggest a PIPE expert not attending the IPM Symposium who can fill in for Ed at APS Potomac Division, Gettysburg PA Mar 26 

5. Stakeholder engagement - Draper, VanKirk

a. We have discussed since before the SC was official the desire/need to engage a broader array of stakeholders in the PIPE. We do pretty well with growers who use the PIPE and their advisors, and we do pretty well with organizations represented on the SC. There is a large group between those two that we do not engage routinely – other agencies (e.g. EPA), policymakers, business and grower organizations (e.g. grower organizations, Crop Life America), consumer and environmental orgs. In lieu of an old-fashioned Advisory Committee – meet in person approach, we are starting to experiment with broadening efforts to facilitate a “virtual” community of interest in the ipmPIPE

e. One initial step – development of the Friends of ipmPIPE web log (blog) Prototype has been initiated an is available at http://ipmpipe.wordpress.com/
Test periods: another month or so before “public launch”, then a longer test lasting through the 2009 growing season

VanKirk and Draper commit to leadership in providing fresh content – minimum of 1 new item per week

Content can come from many sources gov’t & funding developments, existing state and local sources of field info. We may develop a base of “success stories” that can be used as fillers when necessary. 

Action item: All SC members please try the blog for a while, provide feedback and content

6. Standards for PIPE websites - Draper, VanKirk

With 5 components now, it’s time to institute web site standards re: functionality, design, branding. Subcommittee appointed to propose recommendations within roughly 6 month timeframe

Action item: Website standards development. Draper (facilitation), Zalom, Black, Scholz, plus reps from each component and perhaps from IPM Centers 

7. Component reports from SC liaisons

a. SBR Hershman: Routine calls will start in March. So far the season is “normal”, we cannot guess about how it might differ until the last hard freeze, which can come as late as early April.

b. SBA Cullen: Budget changes are progressing. AR and NE will not participate this year.

c. Legume (VanKirk) Howard Schwartz and Marie Langham are working on a new proposal for Specialty Crops Research Initiative. (Cardwell) Dry pea and Lentil Council had an effective meeting with CSREES recently. Current plan is to continue with about 60% of previous sentinel plots. Availability of commentary on the website needs improvement.

d. CDM Draper: Wendy Britton is working on revision of the website tto make the look more representative. This group is working with EPA-OPP for fast-track Section 18 for Mancozeb. CDM is now active in Florida fields

e. Pecan VanKirk: We have a placeholder website http://pecanipmpipe.tamu.edu/. Harris’ shop is in touch with VanKirk’s shop about “mirroring” or “aliasing” so that both TAMU and ipmPIPE get the branding they require. 

Action item: Cullen should determine target date for pecan pipe launch, and CSREES should coordinate on publicity.

8. Education and Outreach Committee:

a. Will use our new display at the IPM Symposium, sharing space with IPM Centers

b. General ipmPIPE brochure is in the works, and a legume brochure has been started

9. Wrap up

a. Unfinished agenda items, for now or next meeting (none)

b. Next call Monday March 30 2 PM eastern, 888 387 8686 code 7334361

c. April meeting review: Wed April 7 8:00 AM – Thurs Apr 8 3:00 PM, Waterfront Center. Executive Committee preceeds on afternoon of 4/6. 

