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Present: Heyward Baker, Kevin Black, Stella Coakley, Harold Coble, Marty Draper, Ray Hammerschmidt, Don Hershman, Ed Rajotte, Sue Ratcliffe, Todd Scholz, Ben Smallwood, Jim VanKirk, Blaine Viator, Gail Wisler. Recording: Rosemary Hallberg

Approve report from previous call:
www.ipmpipe.org/sc/docs/2009Jul20_call.doc
Wisler: on the bottom of page 3, please add my comment about wanting to discuss adding Asian citrus psyllid and citrus greening in the future.

Status of RMA fund distribution

Rick Melnicoe and Marvin Harris received an RFA from CSREES, so the funds from RMA from the legume program will be used. They have until September 15 to get proposals in. 

Wisler: is this similar to what we did before with new RMA money? VanKirk: It is similar, but it took a long time to get past CSREES lawyers. It is approximately $500,000.

Draper: the biggest issue was getting it past the CSREES lawyers because of the F&A.

Component updates

SBR – Hershman

· Hershman and Giesler will meet with the NCSRP board early in Sept.

· About a week and a half ago, several on the SBR committee had an ad hoc phone conference and plan to put in a proposal to the USB group to fund some limited monitoring in Tier 1 states and some Tier 2 states. Oklahoma and Arkansas may be added to Tier 1 states.

· We have to do something now because the Tier 1 money will be gone by the end of this season.

· Giesler sent out a questionnaire to all of the state cooperators about the IT aspect, and depending on where the states were located, each either responded that the IT was either not important or very important.

· Respondents indicated that sending northern money to southern states was acceptable.

VanKirk: have you discussed what would be the minimal acceptable infrastructure? Hershman: 

· The map is important, especially where the “reds” are.

· We may ask contributors to upload only positive data.

· We may also limit the timeframe to April 1 – September 30. Overwintering monitoring may be dropped or receive less emphasis.

· We are debating about whether to start with participating states being green or white. Having them begin white makes them look inactive.

SBA - VanKirk for Cullen

There is not a lot new. The committee is having issues with a couple of states in terms of getting things on the map. Monitoring will continue for another week, through the R-5 growth stage.

Legume - Ray Hammerschmidt for Cardwell 

We are covering all of the dry beans and snap beans and uploading what the monitoring is getting. We’re getting some good data.

VanKirk: Rick Melnicoe is turning the subcontracts around quickly.

CDM – Draper

· The disease is moving into the North and Midwest.

· CSREES used data from the CDM PIPE for the Plant Protection report and has used the data for meetings with APS.

· Producers are using this resource to decide when to spray, and it looks like 2-3 applications were saved this year.

· The team has some concerns about 2010 because they did not include funding for monitoring for 2010. However, they are in good shape for administrative and structural costs.

VanKirk: Are the CDM results useful enough for us to use to market the program?

Draper: You could use results from the spore trapping.

Pecan - VanKirk for Cullen

From Marvin Harris: we’re continuing onsite tracking. We presented the pecan PIPE during a meeting of pecan scientists in Ardmore, and the scientists have several ideas about new things to add to the website. 

Harris needs citable materials about the overall PIPE program to cite in future papers.

Harris also discussed some of the issues they’ve had in terms of maintaining the privacy policy. On the site, names and addresses are kept private. However, some growers are asking for the site to reveal specific locations.

Communications group update: Draper

· We have been working on developing messages for various audiences.

· We are making progress on the messaging issue, although we’re far from being finished.

Jim: what about citable materials?

Draper: we really need to have those for all of the projects to have some reportable outcomes.

Rajotte: Are there any papers about the PIPE that have popped up in the literature? Can CSREES do an RFP for an economist to do a follow up on economic impact?

Draper: we have to choose which program we draw it from and what year. We’ve tried to get an economic impact assessment from ERS, but they’ve been uncooperative.

Rajotte: if you get a small grant to an ag economist, they might be able to pull that together.

VanKirk: We’ve budgeted evaluation into the PIPE, but we’re always using it for maintenance.

Future funding prospects: Draper

· Both the House and Senate have passed their version of the Ag spending bill. CSREES did OK in the bill.

· We still are waiting for the decision from the conference committee, which is supposed to meet before Congress reconvenes.

· There are some lines PIPE can use, namely from AFRI, where there is 30% to be focused on an Extension program. The House puts an additional $8.5 million into this, and the Senate puts an additional $94 million

· There is some concern that the spending bills may be rolled into an omnibus bill.

New business

Wisler: Citrus greening was found in 2005 in FL, and Asian citrus psyllid has been found in CA and TX. We’ve been working closely with ARS and industry folks around the country. Now the western states are asking for help. This involves extension and education. Apparently there is a program in Mexico similar to PIPE called SCOPE. However, Mexico is looking only at biocontrol for psyllid. There are also some developments similar to the legume PIPE, where they can detect the vector in the field. This is an opportunity for ARS and CSREES and the land grants to work together to save other states.

VanKirk: About 2-3 years ago, Kitty tried to facilitate a meeting between ARS and PIPE about citrus greening, and it broke down. There is opportunity there, and there’s no reason why it can’t work out now.

Wisler: We have some administrators coming to talk to us September 11. We’re going to take baby steps and try to work towards a plan.

Ratcliffe: at 10201 listening session, wasn’t citrus greening receiving CSREES funding trough 2009? Draper: that was for vector study.

Draper: We talked to American Soybean Association, and they are going to talk to the secretary and discuss where the funding should come from.

Next call

September 16 at 11 AM
November meeting: 

Nov. 18 and 19 for Steering committee and 17 for Executive. The meeting will be in Washington, DC. Jim VanKirk will work on a venue for the November meeting, and send out an ending time to the group so everyone can make flight reservations.

